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Mr. Jounston of South Carolina, from the Committefon the , 
District of Columbia, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 2941] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2941) to provide for the suspension of the imposition 
or execution of sentence in certain cases in the municipal court for 
the District of Columbia and in the juvenile court of the District of 
Columbia, after full consideration, report favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize the municipal court for 
the District of Columbia and the juvenile court of the District of 
Columbia to suspend the imposition or execution of sentence, without 
placing the defendant on probation. The need for this authorization 
is set forth as follows: 

1. A very large number of violations in the nature of petty offenses 
now must be disposed of by the municipal court either by fine or 
imprisonment, or by suspension of sentence and referra] to the pro- 
bation officer, although the nature of the petty offense, even though 
the defendant be guilty, is such as to render either of these courses of 
action excessive or unnecessary. 

2. Many of the cases coming before the juvenile court and involving 
adult defendants might best be disposed of by suspending the imposi- 
tion or execution of sentence, without placing the defendant on 
probation. At the present time, in most cases, if the court suspends 
sentence, it must place the defendant on probation. 

3. Many cases in both the municipal court and the juvenile court 
involve indigent defendants who are unable to pay even a slight fine, 
and who therefore under existing law must either be committed to 
jail or be placed under the supervision of the probation officer, although 
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frequently in such cases, probation is unnecessary from the standpoint 
of the individual, and undesirable from the standpoint of the court 
and the District of Columbia, in that it requires the probation officer 
of the court to supervise cases not requiring supervision. 

4. Enactment of the proposed bill would furnish both the municipal 
court and the juvenile court with a means of coping adequately with 
what might be termed ‘‘run-of-the-mine’’ petty offenses not meriting 
either a sentence or the placing of the defendant on probation. 

The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, the judges 
of the municipal court, and the District of Columbia Bar Association. 
It was favorably reported by unanimous vote of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 
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